
 
Gizdich Ranch has a family farming 
history stretching back into the early 
1930's.  When Vince GizdichÕs 
grandfather bought the original 10-
acre farm, he focused on growing 
apples for processing, knowing that 
they grew well in the area.  I t wasnÕt 
until the 1960Õs that his parents really got involved on the farm and changed 
its direction and concept.  The GizdichÕs chose to focus on retail and direct 
community relationships: They opened a retail shop on the farm where you 
could buy fresh fruit, home baked pies, etc. and they also implemented a you-
pick program for their fresh berries and apples.  For 15 years now they have 
invited school children to come out on field trips and receive a tour of the 
farm, pick fresh fruit, and witness the processing of apple juice.  VinceÕs mom 
still hosts tours, and runs a small country antique shop on the farm.  T he 
farm now produces 14 varieties of apples, strawberries, raspberries, 
ollalieberries, blackberries, winter squash, and fresh apple juice.     
 
Gizdich Ranch implements "I ntegrated Pest M anagement" on their farm 
(releasing and creating habitat for  ÒgoodÓ bugs  that are the natural 
predators of "bad" bugs on an apple farm), rather than a heavy reliance on 
synthetic toxins to keep apple-pests at bay.    
 
Vince Gizdich operates the 67-acre Watsonville farm that his grandfather 
started.  H e and his wife of 20 years, along with their two teenage sons live 
on the farm.  Vince says it is still too early to tell if his boys will follow in his 
footsteps but that they show a real connection to the land that they all love 
and call home.   
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