Gizdich
Ranch

Gizdich Ranch hasafamily farming

history stretching badk into the early

1930's. When Vince Gizdich®

grandfather bought the original 10-

aaefam, hefocused on growing

applesfor processing, knowing that

they grew well inthearea. It was©

until the 19608that his parentsreally got involved on the farm and changed
itsdirection and concept. The Gizdich®choseto focuson retail and direct
community relationships: T hey opened aretail shop on the farm where you
could buy fresh fruit, home baked pies, etc. and they also implemented a you-
pick programfor their fresh berriesand apples. For I5years now they have
invited school children to comeout on field tripsand receive atour of the
farm, pick fresh fruit, and witnessthe processing of applejuice. Vince®mom
still hoststours, and runsasmall country antique shop onthefarm. T he
farm now produces M4 varieties of apples, strawberries, raspberries,
ollalieberries, bladkberries, winter squadh, and fresh applejuice.

Gizdich Ranch implements”| ntegrated Pest M anagement” on their farm
(releasing and creating habitat for @oodCbugs that arethe natural
predatorsof "bad' bugson anapplefam), rather thanaheaw reliance on
synthetic toxinsto keep apple-pestsat bay.

Vince Gizdich operatesthe 67-aae Watsonville farm that his grandfather
started. H eand hiswife of 20 years, along with their two teenage sonslive
onthefam. Vincesaysit isstill too earlyto tell if hisboyswill follow in his
footstepsbut that they show areal connectionto theland thatthey all love
and call home.
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